" offer the most favourable conditions for recovery, and yet they are attended with a very large mortality. But in the case of internal constrictions from adhesions or bands, whether from congenital defects or pathological changes, a cure by the process of nature is of such rarity that it ought not to come into consideration, and the patient, unless relieved by art, is almost inevitably doomed to death.
Unfortunately"?and this is the crux of the difficulty?" it is not possible to reach a certain diagnosis in all cases; but this very difficulty is one of the strongest arguments for opening the 
